
Bowel Cancer Screener 
Accreditation

Information for candidates and screening centres



Contents

This document is aimed to support centres and candidates to prepare for BCS 
accreditation. It covers:

1. Application process

2. Assessment process

3. Assessment performance (and areas to focus on)

4. Learning resources



1. Application process
• There is a two-stage application process.

Screener 
request

• Screening centre nominates a candidate to undergo assessment

• Nomination is checked by regional and national QA team to ensure centre 
requires candidate, and candidate is appropriate.

Application

• Candidate completes application form online.



New screener request form
• The form is available to download from the downloads section of the website.

• It is a simple excel form and the key section is the details of the proposed candidate(s).

• The screening centre must confirm a candidate has a mentor, a substantive 12-month (minimum) NHS 
contract and the site they are working in is approved to deliver screening.

• The form is then checked by the regional and national QA team, and sent to NHSE for review and 
approval.



Application
• If a candidate is approved, the BCSA team will create a candidate account on the BCSA website for the 

individual(s) approved. This website is used to manage the application and accreditation process.

• The application must be completed online.

• Once submitted and approved, the next stage of the process is the Multiple Choice Questionnaire (MCQ).



Application advice

Please note:

• Candidates are required to meet the application criteria to be eligible to be assessed on becoming a BCSA 
screening endoscopist. 

• The application form requires candidates to meet criteria through provision of data. This data must be signed 
off by the screening centre.

Areas which can cause delay to submission are:

• Submission of DOPyS – the DOPyS provided must have taken place from within the 12 months before the 
application is submitted. 

• Accuracy of data provided - often procedural information submitted is clearly incorrect. This results in the 
BCSA team needing to clarify information with the screening centre and candidate

• Clinical incident information – if any clinical incident is specified in the application form, a corresponding 
document detailing this must also be completed and uploaded in the application form. 



Application advice



2. Assessment process

• There is a 2-stage assessment process

• Candidates must pass both parts of the assessment in order to be accredited

• Details for the MCQ can be found here: https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/online-knowledge-assessment

• Details for the DOPS exam can be found here: 
https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/Practical-skills-assessment 
https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/assessment-outcome 

Online test

• Candidates must complete the multiple choice questionnaire

• It is a 60 question, multiple choice assessment to test their knowledge 

• Candidates have 1 hour for the test and the pass mark is 60% (36/60).

Face-to-face 
assessment

• Candidates are invited to attend a regional JAG approved assessment 

• Candidates are assessed using DOPS (and DOPyS) forms performing 2 
cases, both being assessed by 2 experienced assessors

https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/online-knowledge-assessment
https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/Practical-skills-assessment
https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/assessment-outcome


4. Learning resources
• JAG have developed a set of learning resources (contents shown below) to support candidates with both the MCQ 

and DOPS assessment

• These can be accessed from the BCSA website by all candidates and cover the knowledge base covered in the 
colonoscopy MCQ



Learning resources
The assessment section of the resources explains in detail what candidates can expect from a BCS accreditation 
assessment



Learning resources – MCQ demo questions
• Learning resources contain 5 test questions which show candidates the format and type of questions they can 

expect during the MCQ

• All candidates are encouraged to complete these to give them an understanding of how the MCQ is presented



Advice for candidates

> Candidates are encouraged to do the following as soon as their application is accepted:

• Complete the learning resources.

• Meet with their mentor to obtain an understanding of how screening differs from regular endoscopy.

• Attend screening lists with their mentor/local screener once the candidate’s assessment day has been booked 
to gain experience and to access some peer review (this is allowable via the programme and most units will 
have screeners who would be happy to give some informal advice etc prior to the assessment)

• Once the assessment centre is identified, make contact with the admin lead at the assessment centre to 
enquire regarding the assessors and to address any equipment concerns (e.g. scope type, diathermy, specific 
forms/materials used by that unit etc)

• Consider booking a pre-assessment course (available dates will be advertised on 
https://jetsapp.thejag.org.uk/courses). 

https://jetsapp.thejag.org.uk/courses


Advice for candidates

> Before assessment:

• Familiarise themselves with assessment forms - available to download from the downloads section of the 
website.

• Look through the BCSA website for further information: https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/Default.aspx 

https://www.bcsa.thejag.org.uk/Default.aspx


Further information regarding this report may be obtained from the JAG office at the Royal College of Physicians.

JAG office
Accreditation Unit
Care Quality Improvement Department
Royal College of Physicians
11 St Andrews Place
London
NW1 4LE
0203 075 1454
askJAG@rcp.ac.uk
www.thejag.org.uk

The publication is copyrighted to the Royal College of Physicians of London. The named service on the front page of this report may 
reproduce all or part of this publication, free of charge in any format or medium provided. The text may not be changed and must 
be acknowledged as copyright with the document’s date and title specified. All images and logos contained within this report 
cannot be reproduced without the permission of the Royal College of Physicians.
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